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would be able to halt and regain freedom of manoeuvre,
as well as an offensive spirit. Taiing this into con-
sideration, it seemed preferable first to force him back
over the Seine, and to postpone till then the wheeling
of the First and Second Armies round to face the eastern
front of Paris. Before the enemy forces now con-
centrating at Paris could be sufficiently strong and
ready for battle, there would be time to finish the
offensive against the Seine.

This appreciation was based on the assumption that,
so far as was known at First Army Headquarters, the
German Armies were advancing victoriously along the
whole front, so that the enemy could not have any
considerable forces available with which to threaten
the German flank. To what extent this accorded with
the actual situation could not be judged at First Army
Headquarters, as was reported on the 4th September to
the Supreme Command.

Accordingly, the suggestion set forth above was
submitted both to the Supreme Command and to Second
Army Headquarters; preparations, however, were made
for carrying out next day, the 6th September, the
wheel* Ordered by the Supreme Command. The pursuit
ordered for to-day, the 5th September, would be continued,
since it had already started and fighting was in progress
in places. The IV. Reserve Corps and the Cavalry
Corps would be halted, the latter on the Rozoy-Beton
Bazoches road.

The IV. Reserve Corps, on getting the order to halt
at 10 a.m., had aheady reached its day's objective, its
leading division, the 22nd Reserve Infantry Division,
being in the area Marcilly-Chambry with the 4th
Cavalry Division on its extreme northern flank. Air

* Tte movement ordered was hardly a wheel (Bchwerikung).